
201

  Sutter County eConomiC ForeCaSt

Sutter County, the birthplace of the seedless grape, is located 
along the Sacramento River in the Central Valley of California. 
The county is home to the Sutter Buttes, the "World's Smallest 
Mountain Range."  Sutter County has a population of 97,263 
people and 26,910 wage and salary jobs.  The per capita income 
in Sutter County is $29,917, and the average salary per worker 
is $38,694. 

Employment in the Sacramento Valley (consisting of 
Sacramento, Yolo, Placer, El Dorado, Yuba and Sutter Counties) fell 
at a rate of -4.9 percent during 2009, the worst employment loss 
on record. In 2009, 1,281 total wage and salary jobs were lost in 
Sutter County, implying a growth rate of -4.5 percent.  Employment 
in the non-farm sector declined 4.7 percent.  Employment in the 
farm sector declined 3.7 percent.  The unemployment rate increased 
to 17.7 percent in 2009.

Transportation and warehousing was the only sector to create 
jobs during 2009, adding 21 workers. The largest employment 
losses were in the public (-260 jobs), retail trade (-260 jobs), 
construction (-170 jobs), and finance (-150 jobs) sectors. The 
farm sector accounts for 12 percent of total employment in the 
county, while the public sector contributes 17 percent of all wage 
and salary jobs.

The population grew in Sutter County at a rate of 1.2 percent 
from 2008 to 2009.  Approximately two thirds of the county 
population resides in Yuba City, which grew by 1.6 percent between 
January 2008 and January 2009. 

ForeCaSt HigHligHtS

• Job growth is forecast to rebound in 2010, expanding by 1.4 
percent.  Job growth is expected to average 2.3 percent per 
year between 2010 and 2015.  Non-farm job growth averages 
2.7 percent.

• Average salaries adjusted for inflation are currently below the 
California state average. They are expected to remain below the 
state average over the forecast period. Adjusted for inflation, 
average salaries are forecast to grow by 1.1 percent per year 
from 2010 to 2015. 

• Between 2010 and 2015, the principle job creation will occur in 
education and healthcare services, retail trade, leisure services 
and government. These sectors account for 78 percent of job 
creation in the county during this time period.

• The population will continue to grow, and at a faster rate than 
the state average.  Annual growth in the 2010 to 2015 period 
averages 2.0 percent per year.

• Net migration will increase in 2010, to an estimated 803 
migrants.  Between 2010 and 2015 net migration will average 
1,200 net migrants per year.

• Real per capita incomes are forecast to increase 0.3 percent in 
2010.  From 2010 to 2015 real per capita incomes are forecast 
to increase 1.2 percent per year.

• Total taxable sales, adjusted for inflation, are forecast to rise 0.9 
percent in 2010.  Between 2010 and 2015 real taxable sales 
growth is forecast to average a healthy 3.5 percent per year.

• Industrial production is forecast to fall by 0.3 percent in 2010.  
From 2010 to 2015, the growth rate of industrial production is 
expected to average 3.3 percent per year. Farm production is 
forecast to decline by an average of 0.4 percent per year between 
2010 and 2015. The principle crop in the county is rice. 
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 Net Registered New Homes Total Taxable Personal Real Per Inflation Rate Real Farm Real Industrial Unemploy-
 Population Migration Vehicles Households Permitted Sales Income Capita Income (% change Crop Value Production ment Rate
 (people) (people) (thousands) (thousands) (homes) (billions) (billions) (dollars) in CPI) (millions) (millions) (percent)
                    -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2002 82,878 1,469 81.8 27.7 658 $1.04 $2.09 $29,381 1.6 339 312 11.1
2003 85,301 1,795 82.2 28.2 991 $1.12 $2.21 $29,667 1.8 344 317 11.2
2004 87,628 1,726 88.6 28.8 1,300 $1.24 $2.37 $30,568 1.2 338 293 10.6
2005 90,044 1,667 90.5 29.8 1,328 $1.40 $2.44 $30,073 2.0 338 310 9.7
2006 92,784 1,974 92.6 31.0 360 $1.43 $2.62 $30,271 3.2 385 342 9.0
2007 94,811 1,113 93.3 31.6 276 $1.41 $2.73 $29,883 3.4 392 361 9.7
2008 96,095 462 92.8 32.0 98 $1.29 $2.85 $29,954 3.0 502 438 12.3
2009 97,263 381 92.3 32.2 49 $1.25 $2.91 $29,917 0.8 499 433 17.7
2010 98,829 803 92.5 32.3 177 $1.28 $3.03 $30,014 2.1 492 432 16.6
2011 100,691 1,070 93.0 32.4 389 $1.34 $3.17 $30,105 2.4 491 440 15.0
2012 102,865 1,357 94.1 32.8 497 $1.42 $3.35 $30,550 2.1 492 456 12.5
2013 105,036 1,329 95.5 33.3 547 $1.51 $3.54 $30,928 2.2 491 472 11.3
2014 107,138 1,247 97.2 33.9 571 $1.60 $3.75 $31,405 2.2 488 489 10.0
2015 109,320 1,320 99.0 34.5 593 $1.70 $3.97 $31,842 2.2 482 508 9.1
2016 111,359 1,164 101.0 35.1 618 $1.81 $4.19 $32,319 2.2 478 525 8.6
2017 113,311 1,072 103.1 35.7 642 $1.91 $4.40 $32,662 2.2 475 543 8.4
2018 115,236 1,039 105.2 36.3 670 $2.01 $4.63 $33,069 2.2 472 562 8.1
2019 117,269 1,138 107.4 37.0 702 $2.12 $4.87 $33,416 2.2 470 582 7.6
2020 119,301 1,124 109.6 37.7 731 $2.23 $5.10 $33,686 2.1 463 606 7.5
2021 121,298 1,084 111.8 38.4 715 $2.35 $5.35 $33,919 2.5 451 628 7.2
2022 123,437 1,223 114.1 39.1 739 $2.47 $5.64 $34,228 2.6 444 650 7.0
2023 125,580 1,213 116.4 39.9 768 $2.60 $5.93 $34,524 2.5 439 672 6.7
2024 127,783 1,269 118.8 40.7 774 $2.74 $6.24 $34,836 2.4 436 696 6.4
2025 129,918 1,193 121.1 41.4 770 $2.88 $6.55 $35,131 2.5 433 720 6.2
2026 132,156 1,296 123.4 42.2 767 $3.02 $6.85 $35,235 2.5 429 746 6.2
2027 134,406 1,301 125.6 43.0 736 $3.16 $7.16 $35,275 2.6 423 772 6.0
2028 136,709 1,352 127.8 43.7 725 $3.31 $7.48 $35,254 2.8 417 798 5.9
2029 138,942 1,282 130.0 44.5 725 $3.46 $7.81 $35,245 2.7 410 826 5.7
2030 141,188 1,295 132.1 45.2 730 $3.62 $8.14 $35,238 2.7 400 854 5.5
2031 143,497 1,355 134.2 45.9 737 $3.78 $8.49 $35,220 2.7 388 883 5.3
2032 145,898 1,442 136.3 46.7 744 $3.95 $8.86 $35,177 2.7 381 914 5.3
2033 148,383 1,519 138.4 47.4 752 $4.12 $9.23 $35,126 2.7 378 945 5.2
2034 150,818 1,461 140.5 48.2 757 $4.30 $9.63 $35,106 2.7 375 977 5.2
2035 153,249 1,457 142.6 48.9 763 $4.50 $10.05 $35,106 2.7 370 1010 5.2

Sutter County Economic Forecast 
2002-2009 History, 2010-2035 Forecast
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 Total Wage   Manufac- Transportation Wholesale & Financial Professional  Health &  
 & Salary Farm Construction turing & Utilities Retail Trade Activities Services Information Education Leisure Government
  -------------------------------------------------------------------------------employment (thousands of jobs)---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2002 25.9 3.51 1.40 1.69 0.66 5.23 1.03 1.58 0.20 3.22 2.36 3.93
2003 26.5 3.83 1.43 1.64 0.61 5.25 1.02 1.78 0.20 3.22 2.30 4.23
2004 26.5 3.84 1.50 1.55 0.52 5.26 1.01 1.86 0.20 3.25 2.25 4.44
2005 26.8 3.58 1.57 1.55 0.49 5.40 1.03 2.18 0.20 3.35 2.20 4.41
2006 28.1 3.34 1.63 1.58 0.53 5.85 1.10 2.34 0.20 3.73 2.38 4.56
2007 28.8 3.54 1.61 1.56 0.69 6.01 1.13 2.20 0.22 3.80 2.47 4.63
2008 28.2 3.47 1.34 1.58 0.73 5.67 1.04 1.93 0.20 3.94 2.48 4.83
2009 26.9 3.34 1.18 1.49 0.74 5.35 0.90 1.82 0.17 3.92 2.46 4.56
2010 27.3 3.27 1.23 1.51 0.72 5.43 0.90 1.86 0.19 3.90 2.52 4.64
2011 27.7 3.23 1.26 1.52 0.74 5.49 0.89 1.92 0.19 3.96 2.60 4.73
2012 28.5 3.19 1.33 1.53 0.78 5.62 0.90 1.97 0.20 4.07 2.68 5.00
2013 29.2 3.16 1.38 1.53 0.82 5.75 0.90 2.00 0.20 4.19 2.77 5.25
2014 29.9 3.14 1.40 1.53 0.87 5.89 0.91 2.04 0.20 4.31 2.86 5.50
2015 30.6 3.12 1.42 1.53 0.92 6.03 0.91 2.08 0.21 4.43 2.95 5.75
2016 31.2 3.11 1.44 1.54 0.97 6.16 0.91 2.12 0.21 4.55 3.03 5.97
2017 31.8 3.10 1.46 1.54 1.01 6.28 0.92 2.15 0.21 4.67 3.11 6.17
2018 32.5 3.08 1.47 1.55 1.05 6.38 0.92 2.19 0.21 4.79 3.19 6.40
2019 33.2 3.08 1.49 1.55 1.10 6.49 0.92 2.23 0.22 4.94 3.27 6.64
2020 33.8 3.07 1.51 1.55 1.14 6.59 0.92 2.26 0.22 5.09 3.36 6.84
2021 34.4 3.05 1.53 1.55 1.18 6.68 0.93 2.30 0.22 5.27 3.44 7.00
2022 35.1 3.04 1.54 1.56 1.23 6.79 0.93 2.34 0.22 5.49 3.53 7.15
2023 35.8 3.03 1.57 1.56 1.28 6.88 0.94 2.37 0.22 5.71 3.61 7.28
2024 36.4 3.02 1.59 1.56 1.32 6.98 0.95 2.41 0.22 5.93 3.70 7.42
2025 37.1 3.01 1.61 1.57 1.36 7.08 0.97 2.45 0.23 6.12 3.79 7.55
2026 37.7 3.01 1.63 1.57 1.39 7.17 0.98 2.48 0.23 6.30 3.88 7.67
2027 38.2 3.00 1.65 1.58 1.43 7.25 0.99 2.52 0.23 6.48 3.97 7.79
2028 38.8 2.99 1.66 1.58 1.46 7.32 0.99 2.55 0.23 6.64 4.07 7.91
2029 39.3 2.98 1.68 1.58 1.49 7.39 1.00 2.58 0.24 6.81 4.16 8.03
2030 39.9 2.97 1.70 1.59 1.52 7.46 1.01 2.61 0.24 6.97 4.25 8.16
2031 40.4 2.96 1.71 1.59 1.55 7.53 1.01 2.64 0.24 7.14 4.35 8.30
2032 41.0 2.94 1.72 1.59 1.58 7.60 1.02 2.66 0.24 7.32 4.44 8.45
2033 41.6 2.93 1.74 1.59 1.61 7.67 1.03 2.69 0.25 7.49 4.55 8.61
2034 42.2 2.92 1.75 1.59 1.63 7.73 1.03 2.71 0.25 7.67 4.65 8.77
2035 42.8 2.91 1.77 1.59 1.66 7.80 1.04 2.73 0.25 7.85 4.74 8.94

Sutter County Employment Forecast 
2002-2009 History, 2010-2035 Forecast
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Projected Economic Growth (2010-2015)

Expected retail sales growth: 20.3%
Expected job growth: 12.1%
Fastest growing jobs sector: Transportation, Warehousing, Utilities
Expected personal income growth:  17.4%

Demographics (2009)

Unemployment rate (December) 20.1%
   County Rank* in California (58 counties): 56th
Working age (16-64) population: 61.2%

Quality of Life

Violent Crime rate (2008): 357 per 100,000 persons
   County Rank* in California (58 counties): 22nd
Average Commute Time to work (2009): 27.5 minutes

County Economic and Demographic Indicators

Expected population growth: 10.6%
   Net migration to account for: 67.9%
Expected growth in number of vehicles: 7.0%

Population with B.A. Degree or higher: 15.2%
Median Home Selling Price: $140,645
Median Household Income: $51,032

High School drop out rate (2008): 20.3%
Households at/below poverty line: 12.1%
* The county ranked 1st corresponds to the lowest rate in California


